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https://salina311.com/saline-county-gdp-grew-by-341-million-in-2021-salina-sees-first-population-increase-in-almost-a-decade/

Salina’s growing economy.



Identified housing need – The 2022 City of Salina housing study has 
projected 1,357 units needed by 2025. The housing study projected that 
owner-occupied vs. renter-occupied need to be exactly 50/50 (678 each).

 Subdivisions currently underway –  TOTAL UNITS: ~450 
• South View Estates- 42 single family homes, and 66 townhome units, $190-$225k range
• Aero Plains- 150 townhome units, $225-$250k range
• Cedar Ridge (Phase II)- 14 units, $250-$350k range
• Cedar Point- 22 units, $300k+ range
• Magnolia Hills (Phase II)- 16 units, $250k+ range
• Stone Lake (Phase III)- 45 units- mix of owner-occupied houses and 2 apartment buildings, 

$250k+ for homes*
• Wheatland Valley (Phase 1)- 27 units, $185k-$250k range
• Community Housing Development Project- 50-100 units of higher density, workforce housing

 Apartment complex development underway – TOTAL UNITS: ~630
• Lee Lofts (Phase II)- 80 units, market rate
• State of Kansas Grant (Developer Agreement underway)- 500 units, market rate
• Del Ray Mobile Home Park- 50 units, all new park with new units, $625/mo.

Housing Growth



A growing list of 
businesses and 
organizations.

*   Tenants



A significant part
of the local economy.



SLN Airport Industrial Center Growth and Development

• 1Vision Aviation, Salina *
• Durham School Services *
• Flotration Technologies *
• Geoprobe Systems
• Kansas Erosion Products *
• Pure Imagination Labs
• RMA Engineering * 
• Schwan’s Food Company *
• Stryten Salina *
• Superior Group 
• Universal Forest Products *

   * SAA Tenants

Multiple business
expansions underway.



Salina Airport Construction Projects Underway
$34.5 Million
• New aviation fuel farm construction
• Hangar H626 rehabilitation
• Runway 12/30 rehabilitation
• New general aviation aircraft storage hangars
• M.J. Kennedy Air Terminal expansion

Airport Industrial Center Construction Projects Underway
$850 Million
• Schwans’ Food Company (Tony’s Pizza) – facility expansion
• Universal Forest Products – facility expansion
• Salina Area Technical College – Industrial Maintenance and Automation Building
• Kansas National Guard AASF equipment yard expansion

Airport Construction Projects
$72 Million
• New MRO and paint hangar construction
• Runway 12/30 Rehabilitation

25 - Year Salina Airport Development Planning
• 300 Acres. SLN West planning project will open 
another 300 acres of Salina Airport land for new 
aviation business growth.

K-State Salina Construction Projects
$75 Million
• New Aerospace Innovation and Training Hub for 
Composite Materials
• K-State Salina – K-AIRES Center for Advance 
Immersive Simulation

2024 – 2026 Construction - $1.03B



Schwan’s Food 
Company Growth

• 350,000 SF Expansion
• Multistate freezer, warehouse, 

and distribution center

Hot link to Google Earth

https://earth.google.com/web/search/3237+Arnold+Avenue,+Salina,+KS/@38.78003539,-97.63785092,382.92147786a,919.75231801d,35y,0.00000001h,45.00074943t,0r/data=CigiJgokCZQvGsdpZkNAEaole1LOY0NAGdXc9FcJZljAIcpSqeH0aFjA


Now Under Construction

Multistate freezer, warehouse,
and distribution center



• New warehouse and 
distribution center facilities 
construction

• Sites for construction of 
over 1M square feet of new 
warehouse space

Access to Interstates
I-135 and I-70



The Salina 
Regional 
Airport
By the 

Numbers



Salina Air Traffic Control Tower
• FAA Contract Tower
• 7:00 a.m. – 11:00 p.m. (local)
• Radar Equipped



Scheduled Air Service
Salina has connections

SkyWest Airlines

Daily flights to United Airlines’ 
Denver and Chicago Hubs











SLN Aviation Business Growth and Development

• 1Vision Aviation Salina
• Avflight Salina
• Garmin
• Kansas National Guard Army Aviation
• K-State Salina Aerospace and Technology Campus
• Salina Aircraft Services
• Schilling Aviation Services
• SkyWest Airlines
• Ag Operators
• Military Operations

Airport Business Growth



Professional Pilot Training
400 Student Pilots

K-State Salina Aerospace Technology Campus is a 
leader in Professional Airline Pilot Training.



Applied Aviation Research Center at K-State Salina
The Applied Aviation Research Center (AARC) is engaged in facilitating the commercialization of UAS. This 
vision led the AARC to be at the forefront of UAS research that influences and enhances UAS regulations 
and increases capabilities, founded on manned aviation’s culture of safety. The AARC staff is comprised of 
subject-matter experts, connecting with industry to provide training, consulting, collaboration and 
research. Centrally located in Kansas, we enjoy a permissive environment for access to the National 
Airspace System (NAS). We conduct operations as a public entity as well as under Section 333 exemption 
certificates of authorization and the FAA’s newest guidelines for commercial operations, 14CFR Part 107.

UAS at K-State Salina
Nationally recognized UAS experts

The UAS program on the Aerospace and Technology Campus is a national leader in the uncrewed aircraft 
field and provides many opportunities to engage with students and industry. Offering services in industry 
training, special project and program consultation services, research partnerships, alongside our nationally 
ranked bachelor’s degrees, K-State is your answer for UAS education and partnership opportunities.



Aerospace Innovation 
and Simulation

Kansas Advanced Immersive 

Research for Emergent 

Systems (K-AIRES) Center 
Partners:
✓ Salina Airport Authority

✓ K-State Salina

✓ Department of Defense

✓ Pure Imagination Labs

✓ Intel

✓ NVIDIA

✓ General Atomics ASI

58,451 SF

$40 M



SLN Flight 
Test Center

Flight test work by 
• Bombardier
• Textron
• Honda Jet
• NIAR WERX
• Dynamic 

Aviation
• Bell Textron



Airborne Science Missions

NASA, NOAA and NCAR use SLN for climate 
and atmospheric research missions.



United Airlines Diversion Airport

ACARS at SLN 136.975 / 131.550

Salina Refueling &
Ground Support Services



Andrews AFB Special Air Missions                        Senator Bob Dole Arrival                                             December 13, 2021

Special Events



SLN MRO

Businesses

1 Vision Aviation Salina 
• AerCap Leasing 
• Aircraft paint
• DoD contracts
• Heavy Checks
• Return to Service
• Avionics
• Modifications



Schilling Aviation Services 

• Airframe and Power Plant Maintenance 
• Mechanic services for

Single engine piston
Multi-engine
Turbine engine
Business jet aircraft

• Aircraft rental
• Flight instruction



Existing MRO Hangars

Opening Summer 2024





Immediate space for 1 Vision Aviation Growth



New MRO 
Hangar 
Construction

SLN North Ramp 
Development

Planned for the 
construction of 

650,000 SF of new 

MRO Hangar Space

Maintenance, 
repair, and 
overhaul



SALINA REGIONAL 
AIRPORT MRO & 
PAINT HANGAR 
CONSTRUCTION

Timothy Rogers A.A.E.
Executive Director

Salina Airport Authority

March 2024



Double down on our competitive 
advantages to capture MRO 
opportunities
-Kansas Framework for growth

Overview

• 1 Vision Aviation Projections
• Project Size
• Cost Estimate for Design & Construction
• Schedule
• $49M Project Financing
• Workforce Recruitment and Training
• Outcome and Estimated Economic Impact

33



1 vision Aviation Projections

34

Serviced 194 Aircraft

Including customers such as 
American, Delta, Jet Blue, Textron, 

United & AerCap Leasing

229 Total Projected Aircraft

Additional customers such as 
Amazon Air & NIAR

Continued Growth

Servicing over 15 different Series of 
Aircraft for Airlines, Cargo & Defense

2023 2024 2025 



Project size
Two 89K SF MRO & Paint Hangars

35



Cost Estimate for Design & Construction

$4M Design
$45M Construction
$49M Total



Outcome • A MRO and paint hangar complex that supports MRO growth at 1 
Vision Aviation SLN, NIAR WERX, and Forbes

• An estimated 489 New Jobs and $36M Annual Payroll. A $2.2M 
increase in annual State tax revenues. (Docking Institute)



Aviation Workforce 
Recruitment and 

Training



Set to recruit & train the workforce for MRO development at SLN!
39

Workforce Ready: AIM Center Grads



• Apprenticeship training

• Shared facilities for aviation 
workforce training

• Curriculum: Sheet Metal, 
Electricity & Electronics, 
Composites, Paint



Military Operations

• Ft. Riley APOE Flights
• New AASF#2 facility 

construction
• Smoky Hill Weapons Range

The average annual 
economic impact of 
military training 
events exceeds 
$2.4M

SLN Military Aviation



The SLN runways and hangar access 
support military training events.

• Bunkers
• Munitions Sites
• Arm / Dearm North and South locations



Typical Airspace is Bison/Smoky/R3601 Only: SFC-FL230

Military Airspace Available for Training Events



AIP Priorities 
• Fuel farm design and construction
• Runway 12/30 rehabilitation design and 

construction
• SLN terminal building expansion

SLN Airfield Development



Project AAERO



The SLN 
terminal 
building 
expansion 

will meet the 
needs and 

requirements 
for passenger 

growth.

Estimated 
cost: $12M.



The expansion of terminal building parking will meet forecasted passenger growth.



The rehabilitation of 
Runway 12/30 is an 
essential project.

The runway is the 
airport’s crosswind 
runway and handles 
traffic when Runway 
17/35 is closed.

Estimated cost: 
$7.5M

Ongoing 
Airfield 

Improvements



State of the Art Fuel Farm 
* SAF Ready *



Fuel farm construction will result in 200,000 gallons of new above ground storage tanks, 
covered loading and unloading truck lanes and storage for SAF jet fuel. Expected cost: $5M.



General 
Aviation 
Growth



SLN West

300 Acres

300 Acres



• Former Schilling AFB Project

• $70M Clean up Underway

• Supports continued Salina 
Regional Airport and Airport 
Industrial Area growth

Environmental 
Stewardship



Questions & 
Discussion
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